Is there a role for positive inotropic agents in congestive heart failure: focus on mortality.
Congestive heart failure (CHF) is a common clinical syndrome that may result from a variety of etiologies. Impaired contractility can lead to pump failure and a number of hemodynamic and neurohormonal alterations. Vasodilator therapy improves symptoms and survival in patients with CHF due to systolic dysfunction. Inotropic therapy, on the other hand, has not been shown to improve survival and may even worsen survival. This article reviews the mechanism of action and clinical trials of inotropic therapy in patients with CHF.